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Bravely honoring the truth

Morocco’s king
bucked a trend in
acknowledging the
Holocaust’s horror.

By Warren L. Miller

: he leader of an Arab
Muslim nation recent-
ly made some remark-

able statements about the

Holocaust — remarkable

for their courage and re-

spect for historical truth. In

a largely unreported speech

at the Royal Palace in Fez,

Moroceo’s King Mohammed

VI called the Holocaust

“one of the blots, one of the

most fragic chapters in mod-

ern history.” The king add-
ed, “Amnesia has no bear-
ing on' my perception of the

Holacaust, or on that of my

people,”

The remarks offer a stark
contrast to the willful amne-

sia now commonplace in’

parts of the Muslim world,
where denial and dlstortlon
of the Holocaust have be-
come widespread.

Among the most notori-
ous examples is Iranian
President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad, who has called
the systematic murder of
six million Jews a “myth,”
and whose government

sponsored a conference of

Hoelocaust deniers in 2006.
Meanwhile, through Ara-
bic translations of revision-
ist literature and the indul-
gence of much of the state-
sponsored Arab press,
some Muslim Arab. leaders
have sought to make Holo-

- caust denial a todl against
" Israel and the West.

But in a few places in the
Islamic world, there is now
a willingness to look truth-
fully at the past and com-
prehend what befell Euro-
pean Jewry more than six
decades ago. Last year, the
predominantly Muslim Eu-
ropean nation of Albania

commemorated its first Ho-
locaust Remembrance Day.
And now King Mohammed
has shown real leadership
by publicly acknowledging
the Holocaust. He should
be emulated as well as ap-

-plauded.

The federal commission I
head works to preserve the
memory of the Holocaust

‘— both the cultural legacy

of the thousands of commu-
nities. that were destroyed
and the historical record of
what happened to them. We
try to preserve the lessons
as well as the evidence of
the event, so modern societ-
ies will understand that al-
lowing prejudice and ha-
tred to flourish can only
lead to barbarity.

In both of these areas,
King Mohammed’s speech
presents an important op-
portunity. It provides a start-
ing point for Morocco and
its neighbors to explore
more fully the fate of Jews
across North Africa during
World War I1. Some officials
in the region still maintain
that the Holocaust did not
affect their countries, Al-
though Jews in North Afri-

ca largely avoided the geno- -

cide their people suffered

in Europe, they fdaced pain-

ful persecution.

King Mohammed’s grand-
father, Mchammed V, man-
aged to diminish applica-
tion of the Vichy govern-
ment’s racist laws toward
Moroccan citizéns of Jew-
ish_faith, But thousands of
Jewish refugees from Eu-
rope were placed in French-
confrolled detention and

slave-labor camps in Moroc-.

co, as they were in Algeria
and Tunisia. Many of these
Jews, as well as some Ar-
abs and Berbers, were
forced to work under cruel
circumstances, with insuffi-
cient food and in unbear-
able climatic conditions.
The nations of North Africa
must come to terms with
this legacy,

The kinig’s speech also of
fers an opportunity to lead-
ers of other Muslim nations:
They can choose historical
truth over ‘falsehood, and
the respect of civilized na-
tions over ostracism.

King Mohammed said “the
duty of remembrance in-
duced by the Holocaust ...
imposes ethical, moral, and-
political standards.,” These
standards are clear and sep-
arate from the question of
how to resolve the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

Muslim nations that have
encouraged and engaged in
Holocaust distortion and
denial must reconsider.
They must recognize thag
such irresponsible conduct
makes them appear offen-
sive and .ignorant in the
eyes of the world. They

" must acknowledge the Hole-

caust as historical fact and
express sincere empathy
for its victims.

Governments and peoP‘Ie
that deny the Holocauyt
condemn themselves to a
path of perpetual mediocri-
ty — a path on which no
lessons are learned, no
progress is made, and no
promising future is possi-
ble. Such places will ak
ways remain dark and
stunted. Everywhere histo-
ry is denied, the future 1 LS

- denied as Well

By honoring historical
truth, the king of Moroctd
has chosen progress angd:
hope for his nation, and
dignity for his people
Leaders of other Musliti
nations should follow h1s
example.
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