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Remembering the Holocaust

Wei ignore the lessons at our peril

By Warren L. _Miller 3
- and Tom Lhnfo‘s

‘men recently sponsored. a

caust. In Slovakia, a Catholic

archbishop has said that the pe-.
riod from 1939 through 1945 — -

when 70,000 Slovakian Jews wére
sent to death camps — was a pe-
riod of “well-being” for the coun-
* try. In Ukraine, an American Jew-

ish survivor of the Holocaust -
restored a Jewish cemetery in the -
town of his childhood. A local mob

put up thiree huge crosses on the
cemetery six ‘years ago ~- and
they are still there,

Across the globe, the historical -

- record of the Holocaust — the
planned genocide of six million

Eurgpean Jews by Nazi Germany,

during World War II —is under
attack. Despite mountains of evi-
dence — death camps and mass

graves, records coliected by the-

Nazis, thousands of interviews
with survivors —the deniers con-
tinue their campaign to erase or
to blur history.

Some have stood against this
tide — Emory University’s Bebo-
rah Lipstadt famously stood trial

ran, ‘the Islamlc govern- oy

conferénce denying the Holo--

for libel against a Holocaust de-

nier and she won. But not every-
one must follow this example of :

courage.

‘Taking back'the memory of this:
Hblocaisst is sometimes as sn‘nple;‘
as preserving a synagogué iii a Eu-.

ropean village. It could also mean
putting a memorial in the town

square, noting the Jewish com--

munity thiatonce lived there. Qr it
may involve promoting Holocaust
education in European natipns.

Those kinds of actions are cen- -
tralto the missiorrof the US. Com-

mission for the Preservation. of

America'’s Heritage Abroad,’
which Congress established to ;
protect the cultaral and historical

legacy of the thousands of com-
munities that-were wxped out by
the Holocaust. .

The commission is far more
than an agency devoted to histori-
cal preservauon ‘It is often en-
gaged in diplomacy. Bécause so
much of Europe was held under
Communist domination for
decades, many nations have never
come to grips with their involve-
ment in the Holocaust. Moreover,
some of those nations have lionized
anti-Communists who also had
troubling links to Nazi occupiers.

So the cormmission, its support-

"ers in the Congress and multiple

presidential administrations have

pursued a broad diplomatic strat-
egy to help these nations.appreci-
“ate the: Holocausts special signifi-

cance, particularly what happened
in theu‘ own countries. -

"'This effort has borre fruit; In',
' Romania, where President Ton IIi-
escu once stated that “there was |,
“no Holocaust in Romania” Elie

Wiesel was appointed to lead a
truth commission; in Kielce,
Poland, site of the worst postwar

pogrom, a memorial wis dedi- .
cated last summer in the town -
square; in Daugavpils, Latvia; "
" ries of their communities, their
- homes, the lives they once lwed

well-wishers including the na-

~tion’s president, Vaira Vike-

Freiberga, came last April to

-~ rededicate the town’s lone remain- -
“ing synagogue, one of only two in

Latvia to survive the war. .
In the past five years 17 bilat-

eral agreements have been con-

cluded to protect and preserve
sites with Germany, Hungary,

Poland, Lithuania and others. Be-

cause of our efforts, we have seen
increased support for historic
preservation, the more vigorous
investigation and prosecution of
hate crimes and a greater willing-
ness by governmentsto speak out
against attacks on cultural mi-

norities.

The work is not just for th
. dead. It is also for the living. Eat)
nation that has taken up this caus

_has found the process useful, be

cause remembering shamefu
events, along with the proud mo

. ments, is the hard work of an
-free society.

In fact, the way the Holocaus
is remembered is a good indica
tor of the health of any sometyam

-nation.,’ Where the Holotaust i

denied and truth is under asgault

_ sdtoois freedom, and so too 15 hu
“manity.

We must remember that during
the Holocaust, there were.six mil:
lion mdmduals killed in_six mil-
lion individual acts of murder.
Each vieim must be remembered
as we would a loved one, even i

.the bones of -the martyred were

never buried, their families de-
stroyed with them and all metiio-

were gone in an mstant

We have the moral obligation’ to
restore and to remember as much
as we can of that world, becauge
ultimately, it is the least we can do.

Rep. Tom Lantos, California De-
mocrat, is Chairman of the US.
House of Representatives Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. He is the

" only Holocaust survivor ever to

serve inthe LS. Congress. Warren
L. Miller is Chairman of the U.S.
Commission for the Preservation
of America’s Heritage Abroad.



